NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
QUARTER 1: Spring 2021

KEEPING YOU
Your fearless leaders on the Drake Neighborhood
association board have been hard at work planning for
the next year. A board retreat was held via Zoom on
February 8, 2021. After much planning, there are three
focus areas for the next year:

Communications
Website
development
Newsletter
Community
announcements

Membership
Engagement
Increase
members
Enhance
benefits of
membership

Beautification
Triangle project
Community
collaboration on
funding
Kingman Blvd.
upkeep

Add
@DrakeNeighborhood
on Instagram.
Be sure to use
#drakeneighborhood
in all social media
posts!
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
The Waveland Trolley Loop
The Waveland Park Neighborhood
Association is partnering with Des Moines
Streetcar Friends and The Des Moines
Historical Society to sponsor and raise funds
for what will be an exciting project for Des
Moines! The Waveland Trolley Loop
Monument will be located just east of the
Waveland Golf Course entrance on a historic,
but long-neglected, trolley turn-around loop
at the westernmost end of the former
University Avenue streetcar line.
The line operated from 1901 to 1947 and
helped spur Des Moines' western expansion See the virtual tour video showing the completed project.
in the early 20th century before automobiles
came into common use. The intent of the
trolley loop is to create a welcoming
pedestrian space featuring a streetcar
sculpture, interpretive information, and a
place to relax along the new University
Avenue multi-use recreation trail.
The completed project will improve the
appearance of our neighborhood and will
help the entire metro area by demonstrating
how important trolleys once were to Des
Moines.

The Trolley Loop project is well underway. So far,
the group has raised about 40% of the estimated
$275,000 still needed to complete the project.
They need your help to reach their funding goal
to begin construction later this year. The best
way to donate is through the Waveland Park
Neighborhood Association either by credit card
online at: www.wavelandpark.org and click on the
"donate" tab top right of the home page, or by
check to the Waveland Park Neighborhood
Association, P.O. Box 30112, Des Moines, IA
50310; please write "Waveland Trolley Project" in
the check memo line.
The WPNA is a 501.c.3 organization.
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

Neighborhood Beautification
Thinking About Making Renovations to Your Home?

You may qualify for up to $10,000 in a forgivable home loan! Did you know that Neighborhood Finance
Corporation (NFC) has been providing purchase, refinance and home improvement renovations in the
Drake neighborhood for almost 25 years? NFC is a non-profit, licensed Iowa mortgage company offering
purchase, refinance and home improvement loans. In the past 3 years over 80 homeowners or
homebuyers have completed almost $2 million in home renovations through an NFC Advantage Loan.
Since NFC started lending in the Drake Neighborhood, loans
have gone to over 400 households totaling $30 million.
The Drake Neighborhood is still in a lending area which means
homeowners may apply for an NFC Advantage Loan and qualify
for a forgivable loan of up to $10,000 in home renovations. The
forgivable loan is available when first qualifying for a purchase,
refinance or home improvement loan. In addition, some
homebuyers may qualify for up to $10,500 in down payment
assistance. Every NFC Advantage loan is paired with a forgivable
loan that is forgiven with five years of owner-occupancy.
For details on all of NFC’s lending programs, please visit
NeighborhoodFinance.org or call their office at 515-246-0010.
Equal Housing Lender NMLS# 8943

Invest DSM: UPDATE

5 Block Challenge Grant teams
79 total participants
Total SID Investment: $349,279
Invest DSM: $144,410
Property Owners: $204,869

Block
Challenge

Development
Activity
23 applicants
4 approved & in progress
2 completed projects

Single-Family
Developer
Program

4 property acquisitions
3 planned rehabs
1 rehab in progress

Homeowner
Renovation
Program

1 completed home on 35th Street with
Rallly Cap Properties
162.5% growth in market vaule
Offer accepted same day as listing
Home fully renovated with new garage

ART + Dogtown
Article from Invest DSM Annual Report

In the fall, Invest DSM launched a new artist-inresidency program with Chicago-based
interdisciplinary designer and artist, Eleanor Kahn.
After getting to know each of the Special Investment
Districts, Kahn has decided to focus her efforts in
Drake, specifically the Dogtown business district.
Thanks to Bravo Greater Des Moines and Group
Creative Services for supporting this partnership!
Kahn is an Iowa native with a Bachelor in Architecture
from Iowa State University, with a second degree in
Performing Arts. She went on to get her MFA in
Theatre Design from Boston University and has been
in Chicago since. Kahn has extensive experience
developing immersive and participatory theatrical
environments from the smallest details to a large
world-building scale and everything in between.

Looking Ahead:

Sustain momentum
Targeted outreach
Begin rental rehab program
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
These activities have been happening in the neighborhood!

Des Moines City Budget for 2022 Presented
City Council recently hosted a full-day work session to
review and discuss the City Manager's recommended
budget for the fiscal year 2022. City Council voted
Monday, February 8 to approve a slight reduction in
the City's property tax levy rate.
City Council is expected to hold a public hearing on the
FY2022 budget on Monday, March 8. Questions for
staff and feedback are welcomed at DSM.city/budget.
You can watch the work session recording here.
If you prefer not to watch the presentation, you can
review the presentation here.

Birds and Bees Urban Farm offers scholarships
Want to learn more about Urban Farming? Here’s your chance!
Birds and Bees Urban Farm are offering a $200 scholarship for one person to
participate in their 9 month Yard-to-Table workshop. The participant is asked only to
pay it forward in some small, but meaningful way, and to share that with the
scholarship donor. The class is just beginning to start, so if you have interest, please
contact Lori Calhoun at zotlc@aol.com. Learn more about this program here.

Tiny Trees is back again!
The Des Moines Public Works Department Forestry
Division is proud to announce that Tiny Trees is back
after being canceled in 2020 due to the coronavirus
pandemic. This free program provides up to five trees to
be planted on private property. The trees that are given
out are approximately 16-24 inches tall with five
available species to choose from.

Page 2 - Drake Neighborhood Association Newsletter - Quarter 1 2021

IMYCI

s
der
s or
e
e
r
T
Tiny
by
due
are
23
pril
y, A
a
d
Fri

Trees reduce stormwater runoff, impact our physical
and psychological well-being, promote neighborhood
safety, create a tangible increase in property value, and
help mitigate heat and associated costs during the
summer. For more information on the Tiny Trees
Program and to sign up to receive your five FREE trees,
visit DSM.city/tinytrees.
Call the Public Works 24-hr Call Center at (515) 283-4950
with questions about the program.

ICYMI
Des Moines' MASK MANDATE Remains In Place

Despite the lifting of Iowa's face covering requirement by Governor Kim
Reynolds, Mayor Frank Cownie is keeping Des Moines' mask mandate in
place as a safeguard against the coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.
"The governor's decision is confusing and can't be rationalized with the
number of positive cases we continue to see across the state and here in
Polk County," Cownie said. "With an alarmingly more transmissible
version of the virus now detected in Iowa, it is more important than ever
that our residents and visitors follow the advice of medical experts, keep
social distance and whenever out in public, wear a mask."
Polk County has the most recorded cases in Iowa with 49,367 and 514
deaths. As those numbers continue to increase, we ask you to continue to
wear your mask, take precautions and keep you and your families safe
and healthy.

VACATION PATROL

Going on vacation? Did you know that police officers
assigned to our neighborhood will drive by your home as
time allows on their regular patrols if you let them know
you’re going to be out of town?
Just call the non-emergency Des Moines Police
Department dispatch office at (515) 283-4811 and request
vacation watch.

GROW WITH THE COMMUNITY GARDEN

Want to test your green thumb this
year? Are you all out of garden space
in your yard? Want to meet and learn
from other gardeners?
If you said yes to any of these,
consider joining your neighbors at the
Drake Neighborhood Community
Garden!

in community work days at the garden
to help maintain its beauty and
functionality.

Eddie V. Robinson, Jr., Master
Gardener and Rose Scott have been
managing the garden since 1999.
There will be a community work day to
prepare the garden mid-April, or as
Located on 27th Street just a few
soon as weather allows. Stay tuned. If
houses south of University Avenue, the you have questions or are interested
garden has a rich history in the
in cultivating a plot, please reach out
neighborhood. It has hosted gardeners to Eddie at (515)664-5779.
since the mid-1990s. There is no
charge to cultivate one of its roughly
Returning gardeners get priority in
thirty 12-square-foot plots.
choosing size and location of plots.
Remaining plots are assigned on a
Gardeners are expected to participate first-come, first-served basis.
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MEMBER NEWS
Drake Neigh-

bird -hood

By: Colleen Briscoe

Drake neighborhood resident, Bill Steiden caught this giant red-tailed hawk having a snack while on
patrol of the neighborhood skies near 40th and Kingman. “I have been fascinated with the local raptor
population - from the great horned owl that swoops through our night skies, to the bald eagles fishing
the Racoon River in Water Works Park,” Steiden said.
These birds are beautiful to look at and lucky for us,
are the most common hawk in all of Iowa. Not sure if
you’ve got a red-tail nearby? Check for the obvious
indicator of a red tail. Some juveniles will have more
of a yellow-ish copper plumage, so also looking at
size and build will help. Red-tails tend to be a bit
more thicc than other types of raptors. Perhaps my
favorite distinction is to see if the hawk is wearing
pants. Red tail’s legs are a different color than their
breast, giving them the illusion of wearing pants as
they soar around looking for their next meal.
Have a cool bird sighting you want to share? Send us
your bird pictures @ colleengbriscoe@gmail.com

Who is Paul Morrison?
Contributed by Drake Students

Paul Morrison, a beloved member of the Drake family, had a tradition of picking up trash in the Drake
neighborhood. Every day, throughout his life, when Paul walked to and from campus and through his
neighborhood, he would stop and pick up any piece of trash he saw. This was a part of his commitment to
making Drake a better place for everyone. Paul is also known for his love of the Drake Relays and his
pledge to always making it better for those who came after him. To honor his legacy and share his story,
Drake Student Alumni Association, the Drake National Alumni Scholars and the Drake Neighborhood
Association will host Paul Morrison Spruce-Up Day. This event combines Paul’s love for the Relays, and his
tradition of picking up trash around campus and the neighborhood.
This year, the Paul Morrison Spruce-Up Day will be
Saturday, April 17th, 2021. At this event, neighbors and
students will remember Paul’s Legacy while sprucing up
our neighborhood. Special guests may be present! A snack
and all supplies will be provided. Drake University Covid
protocols will be followed, as provided here.
If you cannot join us in person, we encourage you to
participate virtually by using #paulmorrisonday to share
images on social media of how you are continuing his
legacy.
Please visit our social media (“Drake University Student
Alumni Association” on Facebook and @drake_saa on
Instagram) to sign up and/or learn more about Paul
Morrison.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Mark your calendars...
March
11
13
26

DRAKE
NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATION

Drake Neighborhood Association Meeting
6:30 PM - 7:00 PM is discussion of the board adgenda. Community input
starts at 7:00 PM. Hear from community partners from the area.

Meetings

TRIVIA NIGHT with Des Moines Parks and Rec.
The event is hosted by The Rook Room and will take place on Zoom and will be
a mix of general knowledge questions.. Teams are limited to six or fewer
participants, as the capacity for the event is limited to 100 people.
| Cost: $20 per team | Ages: 18 and up | Register online.

Board Business 6:30 PM
Neighborhood updates 7 PM
The 2ndWednesday
of every month.

OWLS of IOWA with Des Moines Parks and Rec.
Learn about the different kinds of owls in Iowa and meet a live screech owl.
After discussion, we will take a hike, do some owl calling and search for the
owls. This is a free, all-ages program, but space is limited and pre-registration
is required. To learn more, sign up!

April

The SCRUB Schedule is out for 2021!
SCRUB stands for SPRING CLEANUP to REDUCE URBAN BLIGHT.
This year there are four MEGA SCRUBs planned as well as a scheduled the Metro
Waste Authority (MWA) Transfer Station and Compost Center event or Drake
Paul Morrison Spruce- Up Day - visit our social media “Drake University Student
Alumni Association” on Facebook and @drake_saa on Instagram.

May
1

Drake Relays!!!
Find all the information you will need here.

Pickle Ball Tournament . Wilth Des Mpoines Parks and Reck.
$20 - Regirstration is due by April 15
McCullum-Waveland Tennis Complex. This round-robin, single elimination
tournament will be divided into divisions by age & skill level.

8
14

Twilight Garden Photography Tour with the Greater Des Moines
Botanical Garden. Register here.
$16 for members and $20 for non-members. In this class, learn tips and tricks
for outdoor photography while using your smartphone, camera or other
photography equipment. No photography experience necessary.

29

21 to 24

Tiny Trees orders are due . Order here.

Beer Run @ 1717 Brewery . Register here.
5kish course that starts and ends at thie East Village taproom
OR Race for Hope DSM - Register Here. Iowas largest brain tumor awareness
fundraiser May 14, 2016. Des Moines, IA 10.1k/5k/2k Run/Walk

17

Kingman Beautification. Planting flowers on Kingman.
Watch for updates and announcements on social media
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NEIGHBORHOOD ISSUE?
WHO TO CALL
DNA BOARD OFFICERS

In an emergency, call 911

• President:
Lori Calhoun:
515-240-6090
zotlc@aol.com

• Des Moines Police (non-emergency):
515-283-4811

• Drake University Security:
515-271-2222

• Vice President:
Jason Stuyvesant:
515-778-9669
jasons@realestateconcepts.net
• Treasurer:
Kristina Johnson
515-975-1172
KJ4kristina.johnson@gmail.com
• Secretary:
Thomas Biedenfeld:
515-402-7534
thomasbiedenfeld@gmail.com

OTHER KEY CONTACTS:

• Des Moines Public Schools Security:
515-242-7621

NEIGHBORHOOD-BASED
SERVICE DELIVERY TEAM
• Des Moines Police
Sgt. Mark McKinney: 515-778-4218,
mamckinney@dmgov.org
• Des Moines Housing Inspector
Eric Barker: 515-283-4980,
ejbarker@ dmgov.org

• City of Des Moines Info Center:
515-283-4500
• Animal Control & Shelter:
515-242-2720
• Graffiti Hotline: 515-248-6331
• Weed Control: 515-286-3005
weedcommission@polkcountyiowa.gov

HELPFUL RESOURCES FOR DIFFICULT TIMES

COVID-19 INFORMATION
• https://covidrecoveryiowa.org/

FINANCIAL & LEGAL AID
• Families looking for rental,
energy, food, or other assistance can
call IMPACT at 515-518-4770,
Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• For help with rent or mortgage
payments in a crisis, explore
the rent/mortgage assistance
program through Iowa Finance
Authority here.
• Iowa Legal Aid provides free
legal help to eligible Iowans
in all 99 counties and offers
advice on legal issues

HUMAN & CIVIL RIGHTS

MENTAL HEALTH

• The Iowa Department of Human
Rights advocates for
underrepresented Iowans & educates
individuals, businesses, & government
entities about the needs, rights, &
responsibilities of all Iowans.

• If you are struggling with mental illness
or addiction or concerned about
someone who is, contact Your Life Iowa
by calling 1-855-581-8111, texting 1-855895-8398, or using the online chat
functions @ yourlifeiowa.org.

• The Iowa Civil Rights Commission
enforces state and federal laws that
prohibit discrimination in
employment, public accommodations,
housing, education, & credit by
investigating and litigating civil rights
complaints. It also provides conflict
resolution services including
mediation and conciliation for civil
rights matters.

• National Suicide Prevention Hotline: If
you are feeling suicidal or are concerned
about someone else who is, call 1-800273-8255 (TALK).
UTILITY BILL SAVINGS
• Iowa Mid-American Energy
customers can receive a free energy
efficiency kit after taking a short
HomeCheck Online assessment.

Covid-19 has left many issues in its wake, inlcuding grief, physical ailments, and isolation. We want to
ensure that the Drake Neighborhood residents are well cared for and that you have resources at your
fingertips to address any stressors from the pandemic. The virus and after-effects are disproportionately
affecting black and Latinx individuals/communities. The ARK behavioral health has resources here!
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SPRING CLEANING
Weeds be Gone
Polk County requires that lawns and
weeds be kept under 12 inches tall. To
report a lawn in need of mowing,
contact the Weed Commission by calling
(515) 286-3705 or emailing
weedcommission@polkcountyiowa.org.

City Resources --->
Kick it to the Curb

Want to know more about your neighborhood?
There is a new city Neighborhood Kit that will
provide you a wealth of resources! You can
learn more about garbage, recycling and yard
waste, permits and inspections, parks and
recreation opportunities as well as social media
connections and phone apps that will keep
information at your fingertips!!
Check it out at this link!

Have a large item you’d like to toss? You
can use large-item or extra trash stickers to
have it picked up at the curb on your
regular garbage day. City of Des Moines
stickers are pink and you can call Des
Moines Public Works at (515) 283-4950 to
learn where they are sold. Stickers range in
cost from $1 to $35. To see what sticker
you need, check the list at Metro Waste
Authority’s website. It’s a good idea to wait
until the night before pickup to apply
stickers since they may be considered
valuable.
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WAYS TO ENGAGE
1. Be a member

2. Volunteer

You can join or renew as a member
of
the
Drake
Neighborhood
Association two ways:
(1) Pay with a credit card at
http://drakeneighborhood.org
(2) Mail cash or check with your
name, address, telephone number,
and email address mailed to:
Drake Neighborhood Association,
P.O. Box 41128,
Des Moines, IA 50311.
Membership is $20 a year or $80
for five years. Benefits include:
access to our quarterly newsletter
and email blasts, invitations to
events, the ability to vote for and
be nominated to board seats, plus
opportunities to meet neighbors
and get involved in making our
neighborhood
even
better.
Membership dollars help support
our all-volunteer association.

Drake is a big neighborhood full
of diverse people and talents.
Why not match your passions
and skills with a specific
neighborhood project?! Whether
it is for a single event of an
ongoing opportunity such as
marketing,
neighborhood
beautification, or outreach. Tell
your board members what you
are interested in and we will find
a project for you! We are always
in
need
of
additional
neighborhood
volunteers
throughout the year. Just email:
info@drakeneighborhood.org
with your name, address, and a
sentence or two about yourself
and your interests/skills.
Many hands make light work!

We need volunteers to help
with the following
tasks and projects:
social media
website development
quarterly newsletter
neighborhood
beautification
other specialty committees
Please contact Lori Calhoun
(zotlc@aol.com) if you are
interested!

3.DNA meetings

The DNA board generally meets at
6:30 PM the 2nd Wednesday of the
month with public presentations
beginning at 7 PM. In response to
COVID-19,
we
are
meeting
virtually. Check for updates on our
Facebook page, on the Nextdoor
app, and drakeneighborhood.org.
Upcoming meetings:
March 10, April 14, & June 9.

4. Like and follow on
Facebook & Instagram

Social media is a great way to stay
in the loop about what is
happening in the neighborhood,
find volunteer opportunities, and
connect with our neighbors.
So, please, find, like and follow us
on Facebook and Instagram:
@DrakeNeighborhoodAssociation

Do you have

NEWS TO SHARE?
Please send details (including the
time, date, and location) to
info@drakeneighborhood.org
by May 15th
to be considered in the next
quarterly new letter released on
June 1st, 2021.
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