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DRAKE UNIVERSITY TO SHOWCASE ARTWORK ON
UNIVERSITY AVE. TRANSIT SHELTERS

As part of the city of Des Moines’ infrastructure and streetscape project on University
Avenue spanning 25th Street to 31st Street, Drake University is collaborating with Des
Moines Area Regional Transit Authority (DART) to install new, public artwork on two bus
shelters on the campus side of the street. The artwork was recently reviewed and
recommended by the Greater Des Moines Public Art Foundation (PAF) to the Des Moines
City Council. PAF serves as the advisory body on all public art matters for the City of Des
Moines.

The shelters will feature Drake and neighborhood inspired designs from nationally
acclaimed artists and Iowa natives Mollie Wallace and Dana Harrison. The artwork is made
possible through the generosity of the Wells Fargo Foundation. It is expected to be installed
later this year and is designed to bring more public art to the community.

“This project is one of the many ways Drake University is connecting with the community as
an anchor institution,” said Drake University President Marty Martin. “The artwork contributes
to the vitality of the neighborhood and reflects its diversity and character. ”The art project
is another example of the recent investments made in the area surrounding campus made
by the city, developers, local businesses, non-profits, and the University.

“Bus shelters are our most requested service enhancement and improve the overall
accessibility and comfort of using transit,” said Matthew Harris, DART business and
community partnerships manager. “We’re excited to provide a canvas for community
expression that will expand access to public art and complement the transformation taking
place throughout the Drake neighborhood.”

https://news.drake.edu/2020/10/06/drake-university-to-showcase-artwork-on-university-ave-transit-shelters/
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

These activities have been happening in the neighborhood!
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ABOVE: On October 24th, Drake University students, Alumni and Drake neighbors gathered at Drake Park to

spruce up the neighborhood. It was a beautiful, crisp fall day and many hands made light work in getting the

neighborhood ready for the holidays. Griff even joined in on the fun!

PAUL MORRISON SPRUCE-UP DAY:

CARPENTER BLOCK PARTY:
BELOW: The Carpenter Neighbors rocked the Block!  Despite the cold and a pandemic, the community masked

up and gathered to enjoy an afternoon of games, dancing, friendship and delicious local food. 

Many thanks to Drake student Dawson Urquidez for volunteering to help Carpenter neighbor, Destinee Woodris

coordinate the inaugural event!



NEW WAY TO ENJOY DRAKE
UNIVERSITY EVENTS AT HOME!
https://news.drake.edu/2020/12/02/new-way-to-enjoy-drake-university-events-at-home/

Starved for collegiate sports, music, or art? Drake University is

bringing them to you every Thursday night with the new "Front Row

at Drake," series. A new episode of "Front Row at Drake" will

broadcast each week. Content may include fine arts

performances, academic lectures, athletic events, and more.

Follow Drake University on Facebook for future performance

announcements.

DRAKE BULLDOG/STREETSCAPE DEDICATION:

On Saturday, Oct. 10, at 11 a.m.  Drake University held a dedication event

for Bulldog Plaza located on the south lawn of Old Main. During the

dedication, a statue of retired Live Mascot, Griff I was unveiled. In addition,

there was a “changing of the harness” ceremony between Griff II and Griff

I to formally announce Griff II as Drake’s new Live Mascot. The addition of

the Plaza is owed to the support of Bob, LA’74, and Pam Lees and the Lees

family on behalf of three generations of Drake alumni. The event also

recognized the University Avenue streetscape enhancements made

possible through partnership with the City of Des Moines and Des Moines

Area Rapid Transit and the support of Stephen, BN’64, and Merrilee Nellis,

the Wells Fargo Foundation, and the Polk County Board of Supervisors.

DOGTOWN WALKING TOUR
by: Lori Calhoun
 In October the Des Moines WestSide Chamber hosted the first Dogtown

Walking Tour!  Everyone masked up and enjoyed all the new economic activity

buzzing along University Ave!  The group got a sneak peek into the new hotel,

Homes 2 Suites by Hilton, including Fernando’s Mexican Grill and Hummus

Mediterranean Grill.  Other stops included Lucky Horse, Dough Co Pizza, Rico’s

and XBK! The new Harkin Institute will be open by the end of the year and a

remodeled Varsity Cinema will become the new home of the Des Film Society.
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The Drake Neighborhood Association held their annual Board election virtually this year on
Wednesday, December 9th at the monthly meeting from 6:30 – 8:30 pm. There were eight two-year
seats available on our 15-member Board. The meeting was open to the public. All participating paid
association members voted in the meeting and all positions were approved. You can start or renew a
membership here: http://drakeneighborhood.org/membership-signup/. Membership is $20 per
household/couple per year or $80 for five years. Here are introductions to your new board members:

 • Courtney Ackerson:  Courtney is seeking her first term on the board. Courtney has lived in the

neighborhood for the last 5 years and finds it unique and amazing!  She is an active volunteer with multiple

organizations and enjoys working as a team to accomplish goals. Courtney has a vested interest in

creating a collectivist environment and working together to improve where and how we live.

 • Stephanie Brennan: Stephanie is also seeking her first term on the board.  Stephanie is a Des Moines

Public School teacher and she and her husband have enjoyed rehabilitating their historic home over the

last 12 years and raising their two children. Stephanie wants to play a role in keeping diversity in our

changing neighborhood and to play a part in building a strong community in the heart of the city she loves! 

• Alec Davis:  Alec was appointed to fill a board vacancy last year and is seeking his first two-year term

on the board. Neighbors may already know him as one of the owners of Dough Co Pizza at 24th Street and

University Ave. Alec has served on the Drake Revitalization Committee and currently serves on the Board of

the Westside Chamber where he is helping drive the reimagination of the Dogtown business district. 

• Kristina Johnson: Kristina has served on the board for many years and held numerous positions, including

President.  She is seeking another term.  Kristina is a familiar face at every National Night Out celebration

where she shares her love of cooking with the neighborhood. Kristina organized the Drake Neighborhood

Association 25th Anniversary Street Party in 2019. 

• Carl McPherson: Carl is a long-time resident of the Drake Neighborhood and hails from the northeast

corner. Carl returned to serve on the Board in recent years and is seeking reelection for another

term. Carl is retired, but busy as ever in pursuing his passions, interests and volunteering! Carl’s smile and

wonderful sense of humor lights up the neighborhood! 

• Eddie Robinson: Eddie has lived in the Drake Neighborhood since 1969 and been on the board for 17

years. He is seeking another term. Eddie has managed the Drake Community Garden for the past 20 years

and truly loves teaching others about gardening. He especially enjoys the diversity of people that garden in

the community and is excited to see increased diversity in participation across all Drake Neighborhood

Association activities. 

• Jason Stuyvesant: Jason is current vice president. He is seeking another term and the role of President. 

 Jason is a Drake graduate, lives on the south side and works as a realtor. Jason served on the Drake

Revitalization Committee and is also on the Board of the Westside Chamber. Jason has spearheaded

our transition onto a new website for the association. 

• Keshaven Sridhar:  Kesh has lived in the Drake Neighborhood for two years, arriving to work in the Iowa

Caucuses.  He works as a Data Director for NextGen Iowa, an organization that helps turnout the youth

vote. Kesh has seen the changes brought by the economic revitalization and is excited to be part of the

next phase of growth in the Drake community. He is seeking his first term on the board due to his passion

for the neighborhood and his commitment to volunteer work.

WELCOME, NEW BOARD MEMBERS

O n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  t h i n g s  y o u  c a n  g i v e  i s  y o u r  t i m e  a n d  e n e r g y  t o  o t h e r s !

MEMBER NEWS
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NEIGHBORHOOD ISSUE?

WHO TO CALL:
OTHER KEY CONTACTS:

 

• Des Moines Police (non-emergency):
515-283-4811

 
 

• Drake University Security:
515-271-2222

 
 

• Des Moines Public Schools Security:
515-242-7621

 
 

• City of Des Moines Info Center:
515-283-4500

 
 

• Animal Control & Shelter:
515-242-2720

 
 

• Graffiti Hotline: 515-248-6331
 
 

• Weed Control: 515-286-3005
weedcommission@polkcountyiowa.gov

NEIGHBORHOOD-BASED
SERVICE DELIVERY TEAM

 

• Des Moines Police Sgt. Mark
McKinney: 515-778-4218,
mamckinney@dmgov.org

• Des Moines Housing Inspector Eric
Barker: 515-283-4980, 
ejbarker@ dmgov.org

• President: 
Lori Calhoun:
515-240-6090
zotlc@aol.com

 
• Vice President:
 Jason Stuyvesant: 

515-778-9669
jasons@realestateconcepts.net

 
• Treasurer:

Kristina Johnson
  515-975-1172

KJ4kristina.johnson@gmail.com
 

• Secretary:
Thomas Biedenfeld: 

515-402-7534
thomasbiedenfeld@gmail.com

DNA BOARD OFFICERS

Page 5 - Drake Neighborhood Association Newsletter - Quarter 4

In an emergency, call 911

COVID-19 INFORMATION
• https://covidrecoveryiowa.org/

 
FINANCIAL & LEGAL AID

• Families looking for rental,
energy, food, or other assistance can

call IMPACT at 515-518-4770,
Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

 
• For help with rent or mortgage

payments in a crisis, explore
the rent/mortgage assistance

program through Iowa Finance
Authority here.

 
• Iowa Legal Aid provides free
legal help to eligible Iowans
in all 99 counties and offers

advice on legal issues 

HUMAN & CIVIL RIGHTS
 

• The Iowa Department of Human
Rights advocates for

underrepresented Iowans & educates
individuals, businesses, & government

entities about the needs, rights, &
responsibilities of all Iowans.

 
• The Iowa Civil Rights Commission

enforces state and federal laws that
prohibit discrimination in

employment, public accommodations,
housing, education, & credit by

investigating and litigating civil rights
complaints. It also provides conflict

resolution services including
mediation and conciliation for civil

rights matters.
 

MENTAL HEALTH
 

• If you are struggling with mental illness
or addiction or concerned about

someone who is, contact Your Life Iowa
by calling 1-855-581-8111, texting 1-855-

895-8398, or using the online chat
functions @ yourlifeiowa.org.

 
• National Suicide Prevention Hotline: If

you are feeling suicidal or are concerned
about someone else who is, call 1-800-

273-8255 (TALK).
 

UTILITY BILL SAVINGS
• Iowa Mid-American Energy

customers can receive a free energy
efficiency kit after taking a short

HomeCheck Online assessment. 

HELPFUL RESOURCES FOR DIFFICULT TIMES

https://covidrecoveryiowa.org/
https://www.iowafinance.com/covid-19-iowa-eviction-and-foreclosure-prevention-program/
https://polk.ia.networkofcare.org/mh/services/agency.aspx?pid=IowaLegalAid_222_2_0
http://yourlifeiowa.org/


WINTER SNOW
Do you know what to do? Where to Park? 

Read here for more information on area snow ordinance rules.

PARKING

SNOW REMOVAL

For neighborhoods with limited amounts of

off-street parking, the City Council has

established a concept known as Odd/Even

Side Snow Parking Zones. Related signage

is posted for four neighborhoods

(Carpenter, Drake, Sherman Hill and a

portion of River Bend.

On calendar days ending in odd numbers (1,

3, 5, 7, 9), on-street parking is allowed in

front of addresses ending in an odd number

from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. On even number days,

park in front of addresses ending in an even

number (0, 2, 4, 6, 8) from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. to

avoid being ticketed or possibly towed.

The Public Works Director decides when to

start enforcing our Citywide and Odd/Even

Plowing restrictions. The Director’s decision

is based on total accumulation, prevailing

conditions and near future forecasts. For

more information on Odd/Even

Neighborhoods, check the map to the left or

visit Show Me My House.

To help ensure that sidewalks are cleared for

pedestrian use, the City of Des Moines requires

residents to remove snow and ice from

sidewalks within 48 hours following the end of

a snowfall. Property owners who do not comply

are subject to a $75 administrative penalty for

a first offense and larger penalties for repeat

violations.To report a sidewalk that hasn't been

cleared after 48 hours, please call our Public

Works 24-Hour Customer Service Center at (515)

283-4950 or file a report online using this

form or on our Mobile App

https://www.dsm.city/departments/public_works-division/streets/snow_removal.php
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1 .  B e c o m e  a

m e m b e r
You can join or renew as a member of
the Drake Neighborhood Association

two ways: 
(1) by credit card at

http://drakeneighborhood.org
(2) Mail cash or check with your name,
address, telephone number, and email

address mailed to:
Drake Neighborhood Association, P.O.

Box 41128,
 Des Moines, IA 50311. 

Membership is $20 a year or $80 for
five years. Benefits include access to

our quarterly newsletter and email
blasts, invitations to events, the ability
to vote for and be nominated to board

seats, plus opportunities to meet
neighbors and get involved in making

our neighborhood even better.
Membership dollars help support our

all-volunteer association.

3 .  D N A  m e e t i n g s
The Drake Neighborhood Association
board generally meets at 6:30 PM the
second Wednesday of the month with
public presentations beginning at 7

PM. In response to COVID-19
precautions, we are meeting virtually.
Check for updates on our Facebook

page, on the Nextdoor app, and
drakeneighborhood.org. 

Upcoming meetings: 
February 10, March 10, & April 14.

 
4. Like and follow on

Facebook
Facebook is a great way to stay in the
loop about what is happening in the

neighborhood, find volunteer
opportunities, and connect with our
neighbors. So, please, find, like and

follow us on Facebook
(@DrakeNeighborhoodAssociation). 
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2 .  V o l u n t e e r
Drake is a big neighborhood full of
diverse people and talents. Why not
match your passions and skills with a

specific neighborhood project?!
Whether it is for a single event of an

ongoing opportunity such as
marketing, neighborhood

beautification, or outreach. Tell your
board members what you are

interested in and we will find a
project for you! We are always in
need of additional neighborhood

volunteers throughout the year. Just
email info@drakeneighborhood.org

with your name, address, and a
sentence or two about yourself and

your interests/skills.
Many hands make light work! 

social media
website development
quarterly news letter
neighborhood beautification
and other committees

We need volunteers to help with the
following tasks and projects:

 

Do you have 
NEWS TO SHARE?
Please send details (including

the time, date, and location) to
info@drakeneighborhood.org

by February 15th to be
considered in the next quarterly

new letter released on 
March 1st, 2021.

http://drakeneighborhood.org/
http://drakeneighborhood.org/
https://www.facebook.com/DrakeNeighborhoodAssociation

